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the romance of invincibility. Then, despite Tsu Hsi’s 
warnings, they attacked the foreign concessions, 
only to be slaughtered by sophisticated weapons.

 Min does not portray Tsu Hsi as faultless. The 
empress had weaknesses and shortcomings, but 
was aware of most of them. Her regrets and re-
morse are movingly painted in the book. In fact, 
the undercurrent of love and passion between Tsu 
Hsi and General Yung Lu is a salient feature that 
tugs at the reader’s heart throughout the novel. 
It was an impossible love affair, which nonethe-
less was manifested in mutual steadfastness and 
loyalty throughout their lives.

Like Stephen Brown’s The Epic Voyage of Captain 
George Vancouver, which disputes the vilification 
of the unfortunate captain on his ill-fated voyage 
of discovery, The Last Empress may well do the 

same for Orchid, the dowager Empress Tsu Hsi, by 
fleshing out the characters and events surround-
ing her life. The Last Empress is an important novel 
for students of Chinese history.
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